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Dayton visits MSUM Age just a number 
in dorms
Students choose to live on 
campus for many different 
reasons, ranging from the 
convenience factor, financial 
reasons and because it helps 
people be academically 
and personally successful. 
Historically, students living in 
the dorms were freshmen but it 
is becoming a popular choice 
for older students as well.
“(Residential life) offers 
a sense of community,” 
said director of housing and 
residential life Heather Philips. 
“It’s a great opportunity to 
live with people you know. 
... It’s convenient and you get 
involved.”
In MSUM’s five dorms, 
there are a total of 1,801 beds 
available. These bed spaces 
are occupied by a variety 
of students. The following 
numbers are from MSUM’s 
data request office.
Freshman students – 1,061
Sophomore students – 346
Junior students – 181
Senior students – 103
Previous degree – 2
Graduate students – 3
BY ANDREW JASON
jasonan@mnstate.edu
DORMS, PAGE 4
Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton was on campus Saturday to hear stories from the locked-out American Crystal Sugar employees. The feud between the company and the employees started more than four 
months ago, and Dayton has stepped in to help both sides agree to meet and discuss a new contract deal.
JESSICA FLEMING •  flemingjes@mnstate.edu
Noize Factory 
silenced
BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu
Students and faculty may 
have noticed a significant 
difference in the noise level 
at MSUM athletic events this 
year.
The MSUM pep band, also 
known as the Noize Factory, 
has yet to have their first 
performance. Although the 
band has gotten together to 
practice almost every week 
this semester, they haven’t 
been able to commit to a 
performance due to the lack of 
people and resources. 
Katie Madsen, sophomore 
and two-year member of the 
pep band, said there are many 
contributing factors. 
“Mainly lack of commitment 
and consistency of students 
and members,” Madsen said. 
“At the beginning of the year, 
we had dozens of people sign 
up and say they were going to 
come to practice, but haven’t.”
Without commitment from 
members and a consistent 
number of people showing up 
for practice, the pep band is 
unable to rehearse to play at 
games. Madsen said they are 
often lacking musical balance 
because they don’t have 
enough brass and low brass to 
General store 
offers nostalgic fare
BY LOGAN SCHRADER
schraderlo@mnstate.edu
The shelves of the Old 52 
General Store are filled with 
the sodas, toys and treats of 
yesteryear. This modern-
day throwback is the perfect 
place for those members of 
this generation with a more 
nostalgic taste or a desire to 
explore some of the greater 
times in history.
Sabin, Minn., is home to the 
one and only Old 52 General 
Store. Sabin is a small town 
just more than eight miles 
southeast of Moorhead on 
State Highway 52. In a location 
known as the birthplace of the 
Scheels Company, the Old 52 
— as it’s affectionately dubbed 
— has the outer appearance of 
any other small-town grocer. 
On the inside, it proves to be 
much more.
Old 52, now into its fourth 
year of business, is the home to 
371 glass bottled sodas, candy 
from “the good old days,” 
an operational soda fountain 
and toys from when students’ 
parents and maybe even 
grandparents were children. 
The extensive glass bottled 
soda collection is something 
to behold. The collection 
includes everyday flavors one 
would expect to find such as 
lemon lime, colas and root beer 
to the strangest one, which 
storeowner Chuck McWethy 
 
said is Lester’s Fixins “Bacon 
Soda” — bacon flavored pop. 
Others in the Lester’s Fixins 
soda line include “Buffalo 
Wing” and “Sweet Corn.”
OLD 52, PAGE 5 NOIZE, PAGE 7
LOGAN SCHRADER 
schraderlo@mnstate.edu
Colorful soda bottles line the shelves at 
Old 52 General Store in Sabin, Minn.
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News Briefs MSUM Briefs
ampusalendarC
 12.8-12.14
   12.8 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Book 
buyback - Dragon Stop
5:45 p.m. - Season of 
light, planetarium show - 
Bridges 167
7:30 p.m. - All is Calm - 
Hansen Theatre
Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg Lemke
Fire alarm in Dahl. Undeter-
mined cause.
Suspicious person outside Nel-
son. Unable to locate.
Four suspicious individuals by 
dumpsters near South Snarr. Un-
able to locate.
News briefs from dailybeast.com
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Book 
buyback - Dragon Stop
7 p.m. - Swing dance club 
- CMU Underground
8 p.m. - Men’s basket-
ball vs. Bemidji State - 
Nemzek Fieldhouse
1 p.m. - Football visit day 
- Nemzek 107
4 p.m. - Women’s bas-
ketball vs. UMCrookston 
- Nemzek Fieldhouse
6 p.m. - Men’s basket-
ball vs. UMCrookston - 
Nemzek Fieldhouse
7 p.m. - Season of light, 
planetarium show -  
Bridges 167
2 - 3 p.m. and 6 - 7 
p.m. - Season of light,          
planetarium show -  
Bridges 167
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Alpha 
Upsilon Alpha book and 
bake sale - CMU table A
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Book 
buyback - Dragon Stop
1 p.m. - Iris Gill retire-
ment party  - CMU 203
4 p.m. - School of teach-
ing and learning graduate 
open house - CMU 200 A 
and D 
   12.9
   12.10
   12.11
   12.12
   12.13
11/28
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2675
12/1
Fire alarm in East Snarr caused 
by burnt food.
Vandalism reported in East Snarr 
stairwell referred to housing.
Noise complaint in East Snarr. 
Verbal warning given.
Obama condemns 
income inequality
President Obama channeled 
some 99 percent populism in a big 
speech on economic inequality, 
saying that it is at the worst 
level since the Great Depression 
and that it’s a “make-or-break 
moment for the middle class.” 
Invoking Theodore Roosevelt, 
Obama said that a free market 
is not “a free license to take 
whatever you want from whoever 
you can.” Switching to campaign 
mode, he contrasted his stance 
with the Republicans, whom 
he compared to the Gilded Age 
elites who opposed Roosevelt and 
“thought massive inequality and 
exploitation was just the price of 
progress.” 
Obama also threatened to veto 
any attempt by congressional 
Republicans to weaken the new 
consumer-protection panel.
RNC: warns against    
personal attacks on 
Obama
In a private conference call 
between the Republican National 
Committee and allies (which 
Yahoo News was accidentally 
invited to), party strategists 
warned against making personal 
attacks on President Obama. Their 
reasoning: Though Obama’s job 
approval rating is low, he remains 
popular enough personally that 
attacks could be risky. 
“We’re hesitant to jump on 
board with heavy attacks,” said 
the vice president of a Republican 
polling firm. Instead, Ari 
Fleischer, former press secretary 
for George W. Bush, encouraged 
attacks on Obama for “flip-
flopping” on the debt ceiling, the 
health-care mandate and other 
issues.
Alec Baldwin booted off 
flight
According to reports on Twitter, 
Alec Baldwin was removed from 
business class on an American 
Airlines flight Tuesday afternoon. 
Passengers tweeted that their 
plane went back to the gate 
and Baldwin was kicked off. 
Baldwin tweeted that he was 
reamed out for playing Words 
with Friends while waiting at 
the gate. According to Grant 
Cardone, Baldwin didn’t have his 
CapitalOne credit card and was 
abusive to a flight attendant.
South Korea builds 
robot prison guards
South Korea has built robots 
to serve as prison guards, but 
don’t worry, “the robots are not 
terminators,” according to one 
scientist who helped design them. 
The boxy yellow and white 
robots have been hired for night 
patrols at a jail in the city of 
Pohang. They will scoot around 
the prison corridors and scan 
inmate cells for suspicious 
activity and injured or hostile 
inmates. Their month-long trial 
begins in March.
11/29
Fire alarm in Grantham caused 
by vaporizer in dorm room.
Alcohol offense in lot JS. One 
referred to Campus Judicial for 
alcohol violation.
11/30
Medical in Grantham.
Escort for property removal in 
Ballard.
Requested welfare check in East 
Snarr. Contact made.
Drug/narcotics offense in Nelson. 
One referred to Campus Judicial.
12/2
Alcohol violation in South Snarr. 
Five cited by Moorhead PD for 
minor consuming, referred to 
Campus Judicial.
Theft reported from vehicle in 
lot A.
Marijuana odor in West Snarr, 
one referred to Campus Judicial 
for drug/narcotics violation.
12/3
Alcohol violation in Holmquist. 
Three cited by Moorhead PD for 
minor consuming, referred to 
Campus Judicial.
Smoking violation near Dahl. 
Four referred to Campus Judicial 
for smoking violation. Two 
referred to Campus Judicial for 
drug/narcotics violation.
New book by professor 
emeritus at library
“Baldwin of the times: 
Hanson W. Baldwin, a military 
journalist’s life, 1903-1991” by 
MSUM professor of history 
emeritus Robert B. Davies is on 
the shelf in the Livingston Lord 
Library at PN4874.B26 D38 2011. 
Among Baldwin’s memorable 
scoops were the loss of three 
American cruisers at the battle 
of Savo Island, the real story 
behind the U-2 spy incident, and 
the clustering of Soviet ICBMs 
in 1962. His dispatches from 
Guadalcanal and the Western 
Pacific won him a Pulitzer Prize 
in 1943.
Davies taught in the history 
department at MSUM for 32 
years. He retired in 1998 and now 
lives in Bow, N.H.
OSA announces “of the 
month award”
The office of student activities 
has announced the winners of the 
“of the month” awards.”
• Student Leader of the Month 
Ashley Hoeck
• Student Organization of the 
Month - Japan Club
• Student Adviser of the                           
Month - Konrad Czynski 
(for advising Nepali Stu-
dents Association)
Write Site closed
for semester 
The Write Site closed for the 
semester on Dec. 6. 
The Write Site will open for the 
spring semester at 9:30 a.m. on 
Jan. 17, located at Lommen 95, 
the Write Site is a free service for 
MSUM students.
Noon exercise classes 
begin spring semester
Noon group exercise classes 
will start spring semester. The 
new classes will be offered five 
days a week. Noon classes start 
Jan. 9. Classes offered will be 
yoga, cycle, stretch it out, Zumba 
and Body Pump.
Bioscience students 
published in journal
Bioscience graduates Cory 
Sailer and Sonny Radenic 
and bioscience student Randy 
Sutrisno received final acceptance 
for publication for their research 
paper entitled “Maternal effects 
and exploratory-boldness 
behavioural syndrome in 
zebrafish.” The research was 
supervised by Brian Wisenden. 
MSUM’s online magazine, 
horizonlines.org was a national 
finalist in The EPPYTM Awards, 
presented by Editor & Publisher 
magazine, the journal covering all 
aspects of the newspaper industry 
since 1884. 
The hospice edition of 
Horizonlines.org, titled “Living 
a Lifetime: Caring Through 
the End,” was a finalist in 
the category, “Best College/
University Journalistic or 
Documentary Report.”
ieiMedia’s website, created 
in partnership with Iowa State 
University and James Madison 
University, won in this category.
Horizonlines.org is an online 
general interest magazine 
produced by MSUM students 
under the direction of Reggie 
Radniecki, associate professor of 
mass communications. Students 
from a variety of disciplines come 
together each spring to produce 
the annual magazine.
Horizonlines.org named 
finalist in EPPY Awards
MSUM briefs from Dragon 
Digest or submitted to               
advocate@mnstate.edu
Advo’s favorite Christmas films
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It is so delightful, and I love 
Tim Burton. His film style really 
speaks to me, and specifically in 
“Nightmare,” I also enjoy Danny 
Elfman’s soundtrack.
The Nightmare Before 
Christmas This Nabisco Family Classic 
that stars Robert Downey Jr. when 
he was still on drugs. The story 
highlights Downey’s search for 
“the perfect tree” and also stars 
Leslie Nielsen as his trusty butler. 
Kermit the Frog also makes an 
appearance. This 1995 production 
is sure to please — at least sure to 
please people like me. 
Mr. Willowby’s 
Christmas TreeNational Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation
Quite possibly the funniest 
Christmas movie ever made. 
Everything is so over the top 
in the most fantastic way. And 
seriously, it’s hard not to love 
Cousin Eddie.
Love Actually
It’s a great story that has an 
interesting web of who-knows-
who and everybody has a great 
happily-ever-after on Christmas.
#
F
s L
It’s a Wonderful Life
I have watched this movie every 
Christmas with my family. This 
classic has survived throughout 
the years for a reason. It will 
warm anybody’s heart.
9
Rare is the game that asks 
you to deal with a love triangle 
instead of gunning down a 
barrel-of-terrorists. “Catherine” 
is a linear, story-focused puzzle 
game about Vincent, a man 
afraid of commitment who cheats 
on Katherine,v                his 
girlfriend of several years, with a 
sultry stranger named Catherine. 
Vincent must deal with his 
love problems by escaping his 
climbing puzzle nightmares. 
Death in the nightmare could end 
his life in the real world.
Advocate video 
game picks of 2011
;b
The most intelligent and well-written game of the year. Supported 
by some  strong celebrity voice work including J.K. Simmons, Stephen 
Merchant and Ellen McLain returning as fan favorite GLaDOS. An 
amazingly well-scripted single-player story is complemented by a 
completely unique cooperative mode for two friends.
A great story, with interesting characters and relationships all 
wrapped in an Indiana Jones-caliber hunt for an ancient treasure. It’s 
a fun third-person shooter with a fairly easy learning curve and no 
serious ties to previous entries. It’s a fun, fast-paced game with visceral 
action sequences and set pieces. You won’t find a more beautiful- 
looking game this year.
Andrew Jason - A&E editor
Danny Determan - Sports editor
Charly Haley - Co-editor
Meghan Feir - Features editor
Jessica Fleming - Photo editor
BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
beckmanma@mnstate.edu
India, Nepal, Thailand, Bhurma, Italy, 
France and England. Most people have 
only read about these places. MSUM 
senior, Shana Levin has done much more 
than that, she’s experienced them in all 
their glory.
Levin has participated in three overseas 
programs. The first time she went overseas 
was Eurospring, and she’s been hooked 
ever since.
“I had never really left the country when 
I went on Eurospring besides Canada and 
Mexico,” Levin said. “I got the bug after 
that though.”
After she went on Eurospring, she 
started looking for something more from 
her international travels. She looked to 
Asia and got involved in international 
volunteering. In 2010, she traveled to Nepal 
and India, where she worked with orphans. 
This summer she went to Thailand and 
Burma, where she taught orphans again 
and volunteered in an elephant refuge. 
It doesn’t stop there though. This summer 
she has plans to continue her travels, going 
to Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. 
“I’m interested in getting away from 
a Christian culture,” Levin said. “The 
Buddhism, the Hinduism, being around 
Muslims. I seek out the extreme differences 
that I can find, and that’s what I like in the 
Asian countries. The people are kind. It’s 
true that it’s the land of smiles.” 
Where most people have only dreamt 
about it, Levin has lived it. One memory 
that made an impact on her was when 
she went to an elephant rescue camp 
in Thailand. In Bangkok, elephants are 
used to beg in the streets or for logging 
purposes. These elephants have broken 
backs, missing eyes and other injuries. 
There she got to feed, bathe and live with 
them. 
“It opened my eyes to so much that I 
didn’t know,” Levin said. “To actually 
help them is totally different than getting 
on one.”
It’s not always elephant baths and life-
changing moments, though. She has found 
herself stuck in the New Delhi airport for 
14 hours, seen black panthers climbing 
across power lines in a national park and 
power blackouts in Nepal. All of this has 
helped her grow into the person she is 
today, though.
“It’s challenging in a good way,” Levin 
said. “You realize you can survive without 
power, without water sometimes, with 
bugs and just a mat and mosquito net. You 
don’t need all that other stuff to really 
enjoy yourself. You miss a bed sometimes 
but you see these people that are so happy, 
and it really says something about the 
American culture’s wants and need for 
material possessions to make you happy 
when you see someone who has none of 
that and are twice as happy as someone in 
America.”
Levin’s international volunteering 
has been through International Student 
Volunteering and World Endeavors. She 
insisted it’s not as expensive as most 
people would believe. She does fundraising 
to raise money to go, and she said that 
everything is much more affordable in 
Asian countries than in America. She once 
found a place to stay for $10 per night.
Why does Levin continue to travel and 
help the world? The answer is simple. She 
has one quote that she tries to live her life 
by and feels everybody should live his or 
her life by: 
“Your life begins at the end of your 
comfort zone.”
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Student studies around the world
BY ANDREW JASON
jasonan@mnstate.edu
DORMS, FROM FRONT
These numbers compare to a 
decade ago. The numbers from 
the fall semester 2001 are nearly 
identical to this year’s numbers.
Freshman students – 975
Sophomore – 413
Junior – 168
Senior – 96
Graduate – 1
These numbers represent 
everybody living in the dorms.
This includes all RAs, desk 
managers and the three graduate 
area directors. There are a total 
of 53 RAs and desk managers. 
This leaves approximately 579 
students living in the dorms who 
are not freshman. This comes to 
a total of 1,693 beds; MSCTC 
students and unused bed spaces 
fill the remaining 108 beds. 
Russel Ferguson, a junior 
majoring in Spanish and English 
is one of those students who 
chooses to live on campus. His 
reasoning is that he doesn’t own a 
car, and living on campus is very 
convenient and much cheaper 
then living off campus.
Desk manager Cooper Taylor 
reiterated how convenient it is to 
live on campus.
“Probably one of the greatest 
factors is convenience,” Taylor 
said. “It’s nice being able to walk 
out of your room in the morning 
and get to class instead of getting 
into a car, drive to campus and 
attempt to find a spot. Another 
one is that you don’t have to deal 
with rent. It’s one flat rate at the 
beginning of the semester and 
you can use financial aid to pay 
for rent.” 
On the other hand, after their 
freshman year most students 
choose to move off campus. 
These reasons range from 
wanting more space to not being 
able to handle the rules of living 
in dorms or that the price was too 
high.
“The price of living in the 
dorms was too high for me,” said 
junior Joey Juetten, a student who 
chose to live off campus after his 
freshman year. “It’s cheaper to 
live off campus.”
The five MSUM dorms are 
open to any current students. In 
the past, students from MSCTC 
could live in the dorms but due to 
rising enrollment no new students 
from MSCTC were accepted into 
MSUM dorms.
MSUM senior Shana Levin living in a Buddhist temple in Thailand.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Shana Levin volunteers with an orphanage in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.
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Another unique line of sodas 
Old 52 carries is Avery’s, 
created by young soda makers 
in the “Make Your Own Soda” 
program, “Totally Gross Soda: 
It’s SODAgusting!” Some of 
the bubbly creations are called 
“Bug Barf,” “Dog Drool,” Kitty 
Piddle” and “Monster Mucus.”  
A frequent visitor of Old 52 
weighs in on her favorite sodas. 
Alli Kinney, sophomore graphic 
communications major at MSUM 
said, “of the sodas I’ve tried so 
far, my favorite would have to 
be Waialua Lilikoi, a Hawaiian-
made soda brand, because the 
taste is so unique and different 
from pop you encounter in your 
daily life.”  
Soda is sold at $1.99 a bottle 
so it’s not too big of a hit for the 
student on a budget.
The candy at Old 52 varies as 
much as the sodas. The collection 
includes candy created in the 
’20s, “Abba-Zabba” and “Bit-
O-Honey”; ’30s, “5th Avenue,” 
“Boston Baked Beans” and 
“Candy Buttons”; and the modern 
candy we all know and expect to 
see in a typical general store. 
Roast beef-flavored gum takes 
the cake for the strangest item 
in the candy category, McWethy 
said. Other contenders in the 
bizarre category include items 
like bacon-flavored lollipops, 
black licorice pipes and Mr. 
Stache, a candy wax grape-
flavored mustache.  Candy ranges 
from 10 cents to $3.
For something made right at 
the store, try the old fashioned 
soda fountain. The fountain is 
fully functional and offers many 
different flavors to try one at a 
time or mix and match. Some 
of the 33 soda flavors include 
apple, gingerbread, macadamia 
nut, mango, rum, toasted 
marshmallow and watermelon. 
The fountain also contains 
a pretty large selection of ice 
cream. Classics include vanilla, 
chocolate and strawberry. Less 
common flavors include birthday 
party, cookie dough, mocha 
almond fudge, rainbow sherbet 
and strawberry cheesecake. 
Fountain items are priced from 
$2.29 to $5.99 and are rather 
inexpensive for the service and 
experience they provide, not to 
mention the taste.
For those who aren’t in the 
market for nostalgic food, Old 52 
also offers a selection of old-time 
toys. The nostalgic items range 
from toys out of the ’30s and ’40s 
up to the ’80s. Classics include 
sock monkeys, jack-in-the-
boxes, toy soldiers and whoopee 
cushions. The shelves are also 
home to tin toys like “Martian 
Invader,” the “Curious George 
Bank” and old-fashioned tin tops. 
The strangest toy, according to 
the storeowner, is a full-size 
chicken mask.
Melanie Ljungren, a freshman 
studying education, said, “My 
favorite part of the store was the 
toy section. It was home to some 
of the most interesting things 
like a horse jack-in-the-box and 
a woodpecker tree tapper. It is 
just really cool stuff you don’t see 
every day.”
Toy prices start at $1.19. 
From vintage sodas and retro 
candies to an old-time soda 
fountain and antique toys, the Old 
52 General Store is definitely a 
place you have to experience at 
least once in your lifetime. 
Nearly all products offered 
at the Old 52 General Store are 
available online with a complete 
list of prices and flavors at www.
old52.com. The store is also on 
Facebook under Old 52.
OLD 52, FROM FRONT
Having a tight budget is 
something most college students 
know well. Around the holidays, 
finding an affordable, thoughtful 
present may seem impossible. 
Here are some creative ideas 
MSUM students can use to give a 
gift to friends and family without 
spending too much.     
Handmade 
Do you find yourself having 
some spare time from studying 
and homework? Making a gift 
can be an inexpensive option. The 
value of the handmade gift can be 
worth more than any gift you buy.
While putting together a photo 
album is always a thoughtful idea, 
other handmade items can be just 
as sentimental.
“Making a hemp necklace is 
always a cool and cheap present,” 
suggested Mercedes Curtis, an 
MSUM student. “Cool beads 
and hemp string are cheap, but 
the finished project doesn’t look 
cheap. After making a necklace, 
most people don’t even believe 
that I made it.” 
Hemp can be used to make 
other things too. Bracelets and key 
chains are other fun ideas when 
working with hemp. Websites 
like www.howto.com and www.
pinterest.com offer tutorials on 
how to make hemp jewelry as 
well as other gifts. 
MSUM resources
MSUM has a great art 
department. Being an art major 
can be expensive, and having 
a little extra money is nice. 
Contacting a student in the art 
department could be just what 
you need to get that thoughtful 
present.
“It wouldn’t take me long to 
design a poster,” Tressa Lillehoff, 
an MSUM graphic design student 
said. “I think most students 
could use a little more money. 
If someone just got a hold of 
someone in the department, I 
bet they could find someone to 
make them something cool for 
a Christmas present. I know I 
would.”
Maybe your dad’s business 
card is starting to look a little 
dated. A graphic design student 
can quickly put together a unique 
business card and email you the 
file. You can take the file to The 
Print Shop in the CMU to get 
printed. Then, find an appealing 
business card holder, and you 
have a meaningful, inexpensive 
gift.
Or, maybe you have a bunch of 
videos of you and your friends on 
your computer that aren’t serving 
any purpose. Hiring a film student 
to piece together video clips and 
add some effects is an exciting 
gift idea.  
Dollar store gift box
It’s always great to see the look 
on a person’s face when you give 
that amazing gift they’ve always 
wanted. But, a lot of times, giving 
a person that gift can put a dent in 
your wallet. A dollar store can be 
the one-stop shop to get that gift 
your friends or family would love 
just as much. 
Several dollar stores exist in 
the Fargo/Moorhead area, and 
each have a wide variety of fun 
and silly gift ideas. Making a gift 
box of a bunch of dollar items can 
entertain and be funny.
While walking through the 
store, look for items that remind 
you of a story you have about 
your family member or friend. 
Or, spot an item that just makes 
you laugh, and purchase it for 
friends who would also find the 
humor in it.    
“The idea of dollar store gifts 
might seem a little tacky,” Dana 
Coppin, an MSUM student, 
explained, “but looking through 
the gift box and laughing at all the 
funny things in it, it’s worth more 
than a few bucks.”
Putting all the gifts in a box 
and wrapping it is the most 
inexpensive way of presenting 
the collection of items. If you’re 
feeling more creative, buying 
a basket, bucket or pot can add 
interest. Anything that can hold 
your collection of gifts will work. 
Just be as creative as possible.
Edible ideas
Who doesn’t like homemade 
cookies? Baking a gift can 
provide just what your college 
friends are craving. 
“Going to school and living 
in the dorms, I don’t get to go 
home much,” student Zach Sevik 
said. “Around this time of year, 
I always crave my grandma’s 
holiday cookies.”
Putting together a Christmas 
cookie or treat plate is inexpensive 
and is just the tasty gift to hold 
your friends over until Christmas 
break. 
“In each dorm, there are 
kitchens with an oven,” Sevik 
said. “But I don’t like to bake.” 
If you dislike baking or aren’t 
good at it, an easy alternative 
could be cookie mix in a jar. All 
you need is your friend’s favorite 
cookie recipe, all the ingredients 
and a jar. Layering all the 
ingredients makes a cool effect 
and adding a ribbon and a little 
card gives the finishing touches.
Coupon books
Making a book-o-favors, 
including good deeds especially 
for the recipient, can be a 
thoughtful money saver. Coupons 
offering a hand-delivered 
homemade meal, dog-sitting or 
even errand running can be a 
welcome and thoughtful gesture. 
The coupon possibilities are 
endless. 
“A coupon book would make 
an awesome gift,” student Martha 
Skiftun said. “It would come in 
handy when going out to the bars 
and needing a designated driver.” 
The key to making this gift 
work is making sure to follow up 
and push your friends or family 
to actually use them. Including 
a specific date and time on the 
coupon is a good way to ensure 
its use.
  
Online shopping
Christmas shopping can be 
a very long and strenuous task. 
Around this time of year, the 
malls and stores are filled with 
crazed shoppers trying to find that 
perfect gift. With the internet, you 
can find exactly what you need at 
your desk. Websites like www.
eBay.com and www.amazon.com 
are great for finding exactly what 
you’re looking for. 
Both websites have “deals” 
sections where you can find 
discounts on everything from a 
sewing machine for your grandma 
to a video game for your little 
brother. Shipping and handling 
can be expensive, depending on 
the purchase, but most “deals” 
on these websites are shipped 
for free. Be sure to check the 
shipping and handling section 
before finalizing your order to 
avoid unexpected costs.
   
Affordable gift ideas to buy, make
BY MATTHEW KINZLER
kinzlerma@mnstate.edu
Old 52 General Store is located at 23 Main Street in Sabin, Minn., and offers a 
variety of treats.
LOGAN SCHRADER • schraderlo@mnstate.edu
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Embracing Christmas romanticism 
The season of merry little nothings
Thanks to irrational people 
who like to make big deals out 
of everything, we can now say 
the once innocent and loving 
phrase, “Merry Christmas” as 
a controversial statement while 
perhaps covering our heads in 
case we need to run for cover. 
Whether you’re a Christian or 
not, you should be able to realize 
the phrase “Merry Christmas” is 
a tiding meant to be sweet and 
kind, wishing a merry yuletide 
instead of a Christmas filled with 
loneliness and depression for your 
neighbors. “Have a good one” 
doesn’t exactly scream hope and 
holiday bliss.
As usual, small groups of 
extremists have tried brain-
washing the country and even 
the world into thinking “Merry 
Christmas” is a fanatical Christian 
spell wreaking havoc on the 
minds of everyone as they push 
their religion on this unbelieving 
country. Oh, but didn’t you know? 
Everything a Christian says or 
stands by is tainted with religious 
propaganda and is a threat to 
civilization. Or, at least, that’s 
what they want you to believe.
This time of year is a time for 
giving – gifts, love, care, you 
name it. Let’s not forget that 
Christian organizations are doing 
more good and donate more 
money and help than any other 
kind of charity on this green (and 
sometimes snow-covered) earth. 
So, before you go on a rampage 
about the corruption of the church, 
etc., stop yourself. Save it for 
another season. I’m sure Easter is 
another touchy time for you.
Don’t jump on the sleigh of 
stupidity before you ask yourself 
this simple question: Is there any 
real harm in wishing goodwill 
towards mankind? 
Sadly, many delusional 
business corporations and store 
managers have tried to ban the 
caring phrase from being uttered 
by employees. In 2005, Target 
banned those two special words 
from appearing anywhere in 
their advertising and stores. Wal-
Mart was also leery of using 
“Merry Christmas” in slogans 
and advertising. Soon afterward, 
business started dropping rapidly 
for both companies and the 
American Family Association 
began petitioning against their 
foul marketing decisions. Both 
corporations received so many 
complaints they made statements 
saying they would begin the usage 
of “Christmas” once again. 
With an endless list of things that 
could be said to offend someone, 
I highly doubt wishing someone 
well during Christmastime is 
going to really boil their blood. 
If it does, they have other issues 
that need to be taken care of 
before they tackle an unassuming 
Salvation Army bell ringer.
Though the Christmas season is 
now filled with OCD (Obsessive 
Consumerism Disorder) and may 
be “a poor excuse for picking 
a man’s pocket,” you are not 
reinforcing these negatives by 
uttering these kind words.
Notice that no one is trying to ban 
phrases like “Happy Hanukkah” 
or “Happy Thanksgiving.” 
Yes, I realize that people can 
say “Happy Holidays” with the 
intent of bundling Christmas 
and New Year’s together. That’s 
just fine, but don’t use it in lieu 
of saying what you really mean 
this Christmas season for fear of 
offending. Don’t be such a phrase 
activist. Go drink some eggnog 
and watch “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
before your cheerometer runs dry.
Christmas is Christmas. Just 
admit it. If you don’t want to 
celebrate “Christmas,” then don’t. 
Don’t celebrate any part of it. 
No gifts, no Christmas trees, no 
church services, no special meals. 
Don’t spoil it for the rest of us, 
though. Unless you’re willing to 
admit that it is Christmastime and 
not just any old holiday, go sit in a 
dark corner and find another issue 
to fuss about and leave the joy and 
glad tidings to us. 
Before I bid this semester adieu, 
I must wish you all a very merry 
Christmas.  
I’ve always adored Christmas lights. 
There’s something poetic about the fact 
that we outfit our homes and apartment 
balconies in bright multicolored lights at the 
dawn of a season notable for blank frigidity. 
There’s a metaphor here, somewhere. 
There’s a magical atmosphere around the 
winter holidays, a mix of nostalgia, good 
will and childish wonderment that makes 
me want to turn off the unromantic  that is 
rigorous skepticism. It’s our prerogative to 
be inconsistent on certain things.
Perhaps what prompted this, other than 
five long years in Fargo, is the return of 
the so-called “War on Christmas.” Though 
it is largely an invention of conservative 
media outlets, there actually are those — 
including many people I respect enough 
to follow on Twitter — who actually do 
set their sights on Christmas as an exercise 
in superstition. Though I sympathize with 
a desire to see a more rational society, the 
actual act of criticizing Christmas because 
of its religious roots strikes me as incredibly 
childish.
I’ve developed a number of convictions 
since I entered high school in 2003. One 
is that it is highly unlikely that anything 
“supernatural” has ever happened (either in 
ancient times or on YouTube). This has led 
me to a conviction that the world around 
me, and the opinions of those around me, 
should be mercilessly subjected to critical 
thinking. Recently, I’ve developed another 
conviction: I’m bored of these convictions.
Too often, I think, people like myself who 
style themselves as skeptics and rationalists 
fall easily into a habit of showing how 
incorrect a certain belief is just because 
we can. Often, the person we show leaves 
understanding little more than that they 
were wrong. This isn’t healthy.
This isn’t to say that I think rationality 
and skepticism are misguided; I think 
they’re quite the opposite. They represent 
the “blank frigidity” of what really is, and 
I think everyone should be familiar with 
them. I’ve just tired of them and tired of 
expressing them. I’ve found that I now 
prefer poeticism, novelty and originality 
over what is easiest to logically argue. 
My liberality and skepticism will probably 
forever undergird my thinking, but they’ve 
been at the forefront of my mindset for such 
a long time, and, quite frankly, I’m easily 
bored.
Mind you, this has nothing to do with 
“keeping an open mind,” the odious phrase 
that has long been used as a shield for 
people who want to continue believing in 
nonsense they can’t defend in an argument. 
It’s more about changing your mind for no 
better reason than entertainment, and along 
the way I imagine I’ll find a few things that 
stick.
My favorite quotation is by Friedrich 
Nietzsche, who said, “Few have the courage 
of their convictions. Fewer still, the courage 
for an attack on their convictions.” There 
can’t be many better ways to express the 
current state of politics and society than 
that. But I don’t just want to attack my 
convictions right now, I want to set them to 
the side like they were an action figure I’ve 
played with for too long.
One of the problems with writing a 
weekly column, often about politics or 
societal ills, is that once a column is printed, 
it’s yours. There’s an ownership, and it 
becomes time-consuming to try to distance 
yourself from that. At this point, I want to 
be more of a renter.
BY MEGHAN FEIR
feirme@mnstate.edu
BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu 
Several times a week, I marvel 
at the conscientiousness of 
vehicle engineers for putting in 
the beeping tone that reminds you 
your keys are in the ignition once 
you pop the door ajar.
Once in my life, I left my 
keys in my car, and I learned 
how conscientious gas station 
managers can be.
On a return trip to Fargo, I 
locked my keys in my car at a gas 
station. A real man doesn’t lock 
his keys in his car, but I did, and 
my Pokemon-keychain adorned 
spare set was three hours away. 
“They don’t do that anymore,” 
said the crude, bald man behind 
the counter as he turned his 
back on me. He seemed intent 
on making sure I couldn’t even 
attempt to call the police for help.
His genial-looking co-worker 
(and by the looks of it, at least a 
decade younger than the crude 
man) offered me the phone book.
I found the police non-
emergency number, but unsure 
of the address for the gas station 
I approached the counter again, 
where I found the genial youngster 
with another contemporary, 
henceforth referred to as Genial 
and Hair Gel respectively.
“Why didn’t you say so?” Hair 
Gel said, as he grabbed the phone 
and called the police for me and 
relayed my entire situation. As he 
hung up the phone, he turned to 
me, “There are some tables over 
there,” he said as he motioned 
near the window. “You can grab 
a coffee or a pop if you want. It’s 
on me, man.”
Stunned, I read the newspaper 
until the police arrived, and my 
situation was rectified.
I approached the counter a third 
time, seeing the Crude Man going 
into the back room of the store. I 
found Genial, and as I paid for my 
gas, I asked him for the manager. 
Genial looked around, and his 
gaze turned from the back room 
to me.
“I think he just went in back 
room.”
Not often does a teenage gas 
station employee outstrip the 
stigma surrounding themselves 
and out-do their management in 
customer service. I should know 
– I still proudly wear the stocking
cap of the gas station I worked at 
in high school.
Being in a leadership role this 
semester at the Advocate has 
taught me a lot of things – how to 
delegate, how to relate to others, 
making decisions, and most 
importantly teamwork (I wish I 
could add time-management to 
the list).
It’s been a pretty cool feeling 
working in a position of authority 
in a work environment, a chance I 
won’t see for a long time. A leader 
is no more important than the rest 
of the team, and meeting Hair Gel, 
Genial and the Crude Man made 
me realize that more than ever. 
The leader has to work just as hard 
and be just as good a person as his 
or her subordinates.
Will my disdain for one man’s 
disregard change anything? Does 
customer service really factor 
much into a gas station’s bottom 
line? Probably not.
I can instead rest easy every 
night knowing Crude Man doesn’t 
lead a team of vehicle engineers.
BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
beckmanma@mnstate.edu
Goodwill important in good leadership
News
Like us on Facebook and you 
could win a pair of diamond 
stud earrings. These beautiful 
0.40ctw earrings are set in 
14 karat white gold and are 
valued at $700.
Facebook.com/WimmersDiamonds
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Brian Wisenden, an MSUM 
biosciences professor, is using 
his expertise in fish behavior to 
promote a spotlight article that 
will be published in the peer-
reviewed journal “Functional 
Ecology.”  
 Wisenden was chosen to 
write the introduction to the 
featured article about global 
warming that evaluates the 
continuing effects of carbon 
dioxide levels in the air. 
“This article is not about 
temperature at all,” Wisenden 
said. “It’s about the effect of 
carbon dioxide on the pH of 
oceans.” 
When carbon dioxide 
dissolves into water, it forms 
carbonic acid, which makes the 
water more acidic and lowers 
its pH level. 
“A little change in pH can 
have a big effect on the ecology 
of aquatic animals because 
to some degree their internal 
physiology is in direct contact 
with the water,” Wisenden said. 
Fish’s ability to know when 
there are predators in the air or 
even how they navigate through 
the ocean is highly sensitive to 
pH changes. 
“Think about how much of 
the planet is ocean,” Wisenden 
said. “This is major. Fish aren’t 
going to die, but they aren’t 
going to be able to function.”
Wisenden believes this will 
have important effects on fish 
behavior, but he said the effects 
are impossible to predict. 
His article will be published 
in “Functional Ecology” in 
February. 
He is also working on several 
other projects including co-
editing a book with Peter 
Sorenson, a University of 
Minnesota professor. The book 
is all about fish pheromones 
and will include articles 
from various expert authors, 
including two chapters written 
by Wisenden. 
“I’m a prolific writer,” 
Wisenden said. 
The professor has written 
more than 50 published articles 
including many book chapters, 
but this is the first time he will 
be the main editor.  
NOIZE, FROM FRONT
BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu
MSUM fish expert publishes in national journal 
Biosciences professor calls attention to global warming
Brian Wisenden
Over the years, the NCAA 
has considered the idea of 
paying student athletes and 
recently approved it. Division 
I colleges, including NDSU, 
are now allowed to pay athletes 
up to $2,000 a year for living 
expenses. 
Athletes work hard training 
year round and can have trouble 
finding time to work between 
practice and school. The 
NCAA’s goal is for the money 
to be used toward things the 
athletes need.
Preston Evans, a senior 
football player at NDSU, is 
happy with the decision and 
thinks it will really help out.
“It really is a struggle with 
as much time we put in with 
football and then school,” Evans 
said.
He explained that during the 
summer scholarships do not pay 
for athletes’ housing, and paying 
for rent is hard while trying to 
put in time with the team. 
Although athletes are hopeful 
for what this could mean for 
them financially, colleges aren’t 
sure if they will be able to afford 
it.
NDSU athletic director Gene 
Taylor isn’t sure if NDSU will 
pay their athletes, but realizes 
that other competing schools 
will recruit athletes with the 
salary.
“Institutions across the 
country, whether major division 
ones or those of us in the 
lower or mid-major levels, are 
struggling financially to pay the 
bills,” Taylor said. 
The question that arises about 
paying student athletes is if the 
money will go toward the things 
that the money is meant to be 
used for. 
Eric Falde, a senior at MSUM, 
isn’t sure paying student athletes 
is a good idea.
“I’d wonder where this extra 
$2,000 is going realistically and 
where the money is coming from 
and where the money is gonna 
be taken from. Obviously, the 
money isn’t gonna be coming 
out of thin air,” Falde said. 
Although the logistics are 
still being worked out, NDSU 
and other Division I schools are 
going to be busy crunching the 
numbers trying to afford paying 
their athletes. 
NDSU considers paying athletes
KRISTIN KIRTZ
kirtzkr@mnstate.edu
ADVOCATE FILE PHOTO
The Dragons slayed the Division I Bison basketball team on Nov. 1.
balance out the plethora of high 
woodwinds. 
Some of this is due to 
students no longer having their 
instruments. 
“We have percussion 
equipment and two sousaphones, 
but we have no way for students 
who need to rent an instrument 
to do so,” Madsen said. “This is 
an area where it would be great 
to have the music department 
involved.”
But the music department has 
nothing to do with the pep band. 
Several students said music 
professors strongly discourage 
students from joining pep band, 
telling majors to focus on making 
music not noise.
“I guess they’re against playing 
for sports,” said Jessi Langlais, 
a junior and first-year pep band 
member. “They said that if 
they’re going to play for games, 
they need to get paid for it.” 
Langlais, who is also a member 
of the concert band, said many 
music majors and band members 
have negative feelings toward the 
pep band. She said she saw two 
music majors take down all of the 
pep band signs and throw them 
away. 
If the pep band had a good 
relationship with the music 
department, students would be 
able to check out instruments and 
more students would get involved 
because the negative feelings 
wouldn’t be there. 
“Just because we play a 
different kind of music than 
a concert band or orchestra 
traditionally would, doesn’t mean 
it is any less musical,” Madsen 
said. “It would just make our 
organization much easier to run if 
we had the support and a strong, 
good relationship with the music 
department.”
“W.H.I.P.”
Matt’s Guess
In hockey: a wild hit in progress.
Actual Definition
In baseball: a pitching statistic referring walks plus 
hits per innings pitched.
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Gift ideas for sports fans
We all have a diehard sports 
fan in our lives. Maybe he wears 
a Vikings jersey to church every 
Sunday. Maybe she owns a couch 
with her favorite team’s logo 
etched in it. Maybe he is 30 years 
old and still sleeping on baseball-
themed bedsheets.
No matter what type of sports 
fan is in your life, it seems likely 
that he or she will want some gifts 
pertaining to sports this holiday 
season. The only issue is there is a 
plethora of options, and it is hard 
to know exactly what his or her 
interests are.
Here are just a few ideas from 
yours truly for those sports nuts 
you have to deal with during the 
holidays. All of these choices are 
new this year and cost less than 
$60.
For more choices, visit league 
shop websites (shop.nhl.com, 
etc.) and check out local sports 
stores.
Movies
2011 was a fairly slow year for sports movies, but two films that
 stood out were “Warrior” (on DVD Dec. 20), which 
may have been the best movie I saw this year, and “Cars 2” 
(I don’t care if it is animated — it is still a racing movie.)
GaMinG
Unlike movies, there were plenty of sports-themed video 
games this year, and many of them may be worth your time. 
Top sports games this year include EA Sports’ 
“NHL 12” and 2K Sports’ “NBA 2K12.”
Golf! Golf! 
Golf!
It is a safe bet that most 
of us have a relative who
 is an avid golfer, and 
they always love 
golf-related gifts. 
Fun choices include the 
Victorinox Swiss Army 
Golf Tool (right) or an
NFL-themed driver cover.
fan Gear
Jerseys and coffee mugs are always a good choice, but there are 
plenty of options that are off the beaten path, including a 
mousepad shaped like home plate with the Twins’ logo on it, 
or this customizeable hockey jersey print.
by DAnny DeTermAn
determda@mnstate.edu
Jessica FleminG • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
MSUM wrestling hosted the Dragon Open on Saturday. Many colleges from 
around the area came to participate. Three Dragon wrestlers finished first in 
the tournament.
Wrestling hosts 
Dragon Open
Matt Beckman’s 
Random Sports 
Term of the Week
Services
Pregnant?  Free pregnancy 
testing and limited ultra-
sound exams with 
registered nurses.  
www.firstchoiceclinic.com 
or 701-237-6530.
For Rent
Available NOW for next 
semester. Large 2 bedroom 
in 4 plex. Very quiet, smoke 
free. Locked entry doors, 
laundry facilities, off-street 
parking. About 3 blocks to 
campus.
Call Lila 233-1881
For Rent
Large 2 bedroom open for 
second semester. Walking 
distance to campus. Off-
street parking. Heat and 
water paid. $475 a month, 
discount for cleaning halls 
available. 
Call Jon @ 218-790-4866.
For Rent
Very close to MSUM @ 418 
11th St S, Mhd. 3 bdrms 
with all utilities pd. Sorry 
no pets & no smoking. For 
move in incentives call 
701-237-5328. Available 
now.
Classifieds
